H3                            PARAIYAN
cow-dung, and stuck on the wall. In some places, e.g., at Tirutturaippuncli, the Paraiyans observe a ceremony rather like that observed by Valaiyans and Karaiyans on the heir s return from the burnino--PTound on the second clay. Three rice-pounders and a chembu (vessel) of water are placed outside the door, and the heir sits on these, chews a piece of fish, spits thrice, and then goes and worships a light burning in the house.
Tattooing  is  practiced on women and  children of both sexes, but not on grown men.    With children it                           i'
is confined to a simple line drawn down the forehead. Among Paraiyans who have become Roman Catholics, the device is sometimes a cross. Women, like those of other Tamil castes, frequently have their arms elaborately tattooed, and sometimes have a small pattern between the breasts. A legend runs to the effect that, many years ago, a Paraiyan woman wished her upper arms and. chest to be tattooed in the form of a bodice. The operation was successfully carried out till the           ^
region of the heart was reached, and then a vulnerable part was punctured by the needles, with the result that the woman died. Whence has arisen a superstitious objection to tattooing of the breasts.
Sometimes an arei-mudi, shaped like the leaf of the puvarasa tree (Thespesia populned], made of silver or silvered brass, is tied round the waist of female infants as an ornament. Small, flat plates of copper, called takudu, are frequently worn by children. One side is divided into sixteen squares, in which, what look like the Telugu numerals nine, ten, eleven and twelve are engraved. On the other side a circle is drawn, which is divided into eight segments, in each of which a Telugu letter is inscribed. This charm is supposed to protect the wearer from harm coming from any of the eight vi-8
J